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Lewes Parking Scheme

Thank you for making time to come to discuss with me at length the operation of the new Lewes parking scheme in its initial period. I found our meeting helpful.

The shape of the scheme seems to me to be working quite well, but I indicated to you that there are a number of respects in which I believe adjustments are necessary. I also indicated to you that I am uncomfortable that you do not intend to have a proper review of the scheme until it has been in operation for six months. I believe this is much too long a period to wait, and while that may be a sensible period for a review, it is vital that at this point, problems are recognised and changes made now where possible. 

I list below that points I raised with you, and would be grateful for your written response on each, indicating what action you feel able to take.

1. The Cliffe area

I am concerned that the introduction of the scheme may be having an adverse impact on traders in the Cliffe, through the removal of parking in Cliffe High Street and the current poor appearance of the street. Could you please confirm that you will establish through discussions with the traders what the impact has been, so that remedial action, if necessary, can be taken sooner rather than later. Could you also confirm that you will be taking steps to improve the appearance of the street after Bonfire Night, and set out exactly what form these improvements will take.

2. Prince Edwards Road 

I mentioned to you that I have received a good many representations from people living here about the effect of the scheme on them. Can you confirm that you will undertake further consultation with people living here to ask them what alterations they would like to see? In particular, will you take soundings to find out if an extension to the scheme would be supported to end the practice whereby the road acts as some sort of free NCP car park?

3. Yellow Lining

I asked if you would re-examine those locations where double yellow lines have been newly laid. You mentioned that in one or two cases, these had been laid to facilitate unloading, and I made the point to you that if that was the case, single yellow lines would suffice, and would have the added advantage of allowing residents to park on them outside working hours. 

4. High Street and Cliffe High Street bays

I mentioned to you my concern that the ban on resident permit holders from using any of these streets to park is causing tremendous pressure on the limited residents’ parking nearby. I mentioned that I had had complaints from both people in South Street, and from those who live in the High Street, about the situation. I am therefore asking you to review the “pop-in bay arrangements” to see whether at least part could not be made dual use. I refer in particular to the section of bay parking at the end of Cliffe High Street near South Street, and the section on the High Street from the Sussex Express up to the war memorial. Both these sections have high residential levels nearby, and both are in secondary shopping areas. I also asked you to reconsider the operational times of the pop-in bays here. I believe the present hours of 8-6 Monday to Saturday are unnecessarily long, and would suggest instead 9-5.30 Monday to Friday, and 9-2 on Saturdays, hours that would better reflect the opening times of local shops.

5. Two-zone passes

I asked you to examine whether there may be particular circumstances where issuing a residents’ parking permit to cover two zones might be appropriate. One case might be where people living in different zones share a car. Another might be for those in the High Street or Cliffe High Street, where the parking there is is unavailable to residents. 

6. The needs of builders, plumbers and the like

I told you of my concern that two builders’ businesses had made representations to me about the difficulty they are having in servicing properties in the High Street and Cliffe High Street, where, permit or not, they are limited to one hour’s stay. The point was made to me that builders require regular access to their tools, and their vans effectively serve as a tool store. It is impractical to expect them to park a long way away. 

7. Disabled Bays

I asked you to re-examine the provision of such bays. In some places, there is an unmet need, whilst in others, bays appear to have been overprovided.

8. Siting of parking meters

I drew to your attention complaints I had received about the siting of particular meters, believed to be unsympathetic to the Conservation Area. 

9. Wheatsheaf Gardens

I asked you to examine arrangements here to see whether there was scope to help allotment holders without disadvantaging the immediate residents.

10. Offham Road

I mentioned concerns expressed to me that the new parking arrangements meant that traffic along the Offham Road near the town centre was now able to travel at greater speed, with consequent dangers. Could you confirm that you are looking at calming measures along this stretch to mitigate this effect.

11. NCP Staff

I expressed concern to you that NCP staff were possibly being over-zealous in handing out tickets. I know that the councils have not encouraged this, and you assured me that there is no financial advantage to NCP from behaving thus. Can you confirm that they do not receive a percentage of revenue from tickets issued. If that is the case, is it possible that the NCP management themselves are, for internal purposes, assessing the effectiveness of their own staff by the number of tickets issued?

I would be grateful if you could let me have your response to each of the numbered points above. It would be helpful if you could follow the same numbering system. In addition, I am enclosing copies of letters from constituents raising specific and personal points, and again, it would be helpful if you could let me have a response to each that I can then pass on. 

Thank you for your help in this matter, and I look forward to hearing from you. As I indicated to you when we met, I am making this letter public, so that my constituents are aware of the matters I have raised on their behalf. 

Yours sincerely

Norman Baker

Constituency Office:  204 High Street, Lewes, East Sussex BN7 2NS  Tel: (01273) 480281 Fax: 480287

Email: Via a contact form on Norman’s web page at http://www.normanbaker.org.uk

Surgeries held every Saturday morning in Seaford, Lewes, Newhaven and Polegate

Your MP will treat as confidential any personal information which you pass on.  He will normally allow his staff and volunteers to see this information, so that they can find help and advice for you.  Each has signed a confidentiality agreement.  In some cases your MP may need to give all or some of this information to outside agencies 
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