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You may remember that we have been in correspondence about the Lewes parking scheme, and I thought it might be helpful to bring you up to date with the latest developments.

I recently met again with John Robbins, the officer at the county council who is handling the scheme, and he has confirmed that an official review of the scheme is now under way, and he has assured me that comments I have passed on to him from constituents and which I have discussed with him personally will be taken into account as part of that review. 

I am glad to say that some alterations have, at my request, already been enacted, such as more flexible arrangements for traders such as electricians and plumbers, and some urgent alterations to lining arrangements where safety problems had arisen.

The next stage will be more comprehensive. I have asked in particular that:

· some double yellow lines be reduced to single yellow to give residents more places to park outside working hours

· more space for residents’ parking be found in the Cliffe /South Street area, and in the East Street / Albion Street area

· the proposed permanent changes to Cliffe High Street be brought in as soon as possible so as to improve the look of the street and help the traders

· changes be made to the High Street to allow more shared shopper / residents parking on the hill

· consideration be given to the charging structure presently in place in the Pells area, and that the part of the North Street car park presently occupied by Southern Water be vacated as soon as possible

· the council introduce a “hopper bus” to do round trips between Lewes station, the bus station, and the main employment centres of the town, so as to encourage people to come in by train and bus

· the much-supported mini-roundabout at the exit from Safeway onto the Phoenix Causeway be constructed as soon as possible, not least so people can see some concrete return for the money they are paying in parking permits and tickets

· the county publishes early proposals as to what steps it intends to take to help those living in streets just outside the scheme, for example in Prince Edwards Road and Southdown Avenue, and who are currently swamped by all-day parking

I have, of course, also raised a large number of individual points and asked that these be properly considered.

I hope this is helpful in bringing you up to date. If you have any further comments or observations on the scheme that you would like to pass on, I would be pleased to hear from you. 

Yours sincerely
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